
World War I 
 
Tree By Leaf Voigt, Cynthia 
A father's return home following World War I creates problems for his family, especially 
for twelve-year-old Clothilde, who struggles to accept his horrible disfigurement and 
opposes her mother's plan to sell Clothilde's land, a peninsula off the coast of Maine, to 
help pay the family's expenses. 
 
The Holocaust (1939-1945) 
 
The Broken Mirror Douglas, Kirk 
After the Nazis destroy his family, twelve-year-old Moishe gives up his Jewish faith, 
calls himself Danny, and is taken to New York where he tries to make the best of his life 
in a Catholic orphanage. 
 
Daniel Half Human and the Good Nazi Chotjewitz, David 
In 1933, best friends Daniel and Armin admire Hitler, but as anti-Semitism buoys Hitler 
to power, Daniel learns he is half Jewish, threatening the friendship even as life in their 
beloved Hamburg, Germany, is becoming nightmarish. Also details Daniel and Armin's 
reunion in 1945 in interspersed chapters. 
 
David and Max Provost, Gary 
While spending the summer with his grandfather Max and helping him search for a friend 
believed to have perished in the Holocaust, twelve-year-old David discovers many things 
about Max's terrible years during World War II and subsequent family relationships. 
 
The Devil’s Arithmetic Yolen, Jane 
Hannah resents the traditions of her Jewish heritage until time travel places her in the 
middle of a small Jewish village in Nazi-occupied Poland. 
 
The Entertainer and the Dybbuk Fleischman, Sid 
A struggling American ventriloquist in post-World War II Europe is possessed by the 
mischievous spirit of a young Jewish boy killed in the Holocaust. Author's note details 
the murder of over one million children by the Nazis during the 1930s and 1940s. 
 
Escape From Warsaw Serraillier, Ian 
During the Nazi occupation of Poland, three children who have been separated from their 
family flee Warsaw. 
 
In My Enemy’s House Matas, Carol 
When German soldiers arrive in Zloczow during World War II, a young Jewish girl must 
decide whether or not to conceal her identity and work for a Nazi in Germany in order to 
survive. 
 
 
 



The Island on Bird Street Orlev, Uri 
During World War II a Jewish boy is left on his own for months in a ruined house in the 
Warsaw Ghetto, where he must learn all the tricks of survival under constantly life-
threatening conditions. 
 
Jacob’s Rescue Drucker, Malka 
In answer to his daughter's questions, a man recalls the terrifying years of his childhood 
when a brave Polish couple, Alex and Mela Roslan, hid him and other Jewish children 
from the Nazis. Based on a true story. 
 
The Night Crossing Ackerman, Karen 
In 1938, having begun to feel the persecution that all Jews are experiencing in their 
Austrian city, Clara and her family escape over the mountains into Switzerland. 
 
Number the Stars Lowry, Lois 
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how 
to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 
 
Run, Boy, Run Orlev, Uri 
Based on the true story of a nine-year-old boy who escapes the Warsaw Ghetto and must 
survive throughout the war in the Nazi-occupied Polish countryside. 
 
Shadow on the Wall Laird, Christa 
Living with his mother and two sisters in the Warsaw Ghetto, Misha is befriended by the 
director of the orphanage, Dr. Korczak, and finds a purpose to his life when he joins a 
resistance organization. 
 
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit Kerr, Judith 
Recounts the adventures of a nine-year-old Jewish girl and her family in the early 1930's 
as they travel from Germany to England. 
 
World War II 
 
Aleutian Sparrow Hesse, Karen 
An Aleutian Islander recounts her suffering during World War II in American internment 
camps designed to "protect" the population from the invading Japanese. 
 
The Art of Keeping Cool Lisle, Janet Taylor 
In 1942, Robert and his cousin Elliot uncover long-hidden family secrets while staying in 
their grandparents' Rhode Island town, where they also become involved with a German 
artist who is suspected of being a spy. 
 
Bat 6 Wolff, Virginia Euwer  
In small town, post-World War Oregon, twenty-one 6th grade girls recount the story of 
an annual softball game, during which one girl's bigotry comes to the surface. 
 



The Cay Taylor, Theodore 
When the freighter on which they are traveling is torpedoed by a German submarine 
during World War II, a twelve-year-old white boy, blinded by a blow on the head, and an 
old Negro are stranded on a small desert island in the Caribbean where the boy acquires a 
new kind of vision, courage, and love from his old companion.   
 
Codetalker Bruchac, Joseph 
After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, 
Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, 
sending messages during World War II in their native tongue. 
 
The Green Glass Sea (sequel White Sands, Red Menace) Klages, Ellen 
It is 1943, and 11-year-old Dewey Kerrigan is traveling west on a train to live with her 
scientist father--but no one will tell her exactly where he is. When she reaches Los 
Alamos, New Mexico, she learns why: he's working on a top secret government program. 
 
Lily’s Crossing (companion Willow Run) Giff, Patricia Reilly 
During a summer spent at Rockaway Beach in 1944, Lily's friendship with a young 
Hungarian refugee causes her to see the war and her own world differently. 
 
My Brother, My Sister and I Watkins, Yoko Kawashima 
Living as refugees in Japan in 1947 while trying to locate their missing father, thirteen-
year-old Yoko and her older brother and sister must endure a bad fire, injury, and false 
charges of arson, theft, and murder. 
 
Snow Treasure McSwigan, Marie 
In 1940, when the Nazi invasion of Norway reaches their village in the far north, twelve-
year-old Peter and his friends use their sleds to transport nine million dollars worth of 
gold bullion past the German soldiers to the secret harbor where Peter's uncle keeps his 
ship ready to take the gold for safekeeping in the United States. 
 
Stepping on the Cracks Hahn, Mary 
In 1944, while her brother is overseas fighting in World War II, eleven-year-old Margaret 
gets a new view of the school bully Gordy when she finds him hiding his own brother, an 
army deserter, and decides to help him. 
 
A Traitor Among Us Van Steenwyck, Elizabeth 
In occupied Holland in 1944, thirteen-year-old Pieter becomes increasingly involved in 
the work of the Dutch Resistance even though he knows the risk of being discovered by 
the Nazi informer who lives in his village. 
 
Where the Ground Meets the Sky Davies, Jacqueline 
During World War II, a twelve-year-old girl is uprooted from her quiet, East coast life 
and moved to a secluded army post in the New Mexico desert where her father and other 
scientists are working on a top secret project. 
 



Weedflower Kadohata, Cynthia 
After twelve-year-old Sumiko and her Japanese-American family are relocated from their 
flower farm in southern California to an internment camp on a Mojave Indian reservation 
in Arizona, she helps her family and neighbors, becomes friends with a local Indian boy, 
and tries to hold on to her dream of owning a flower shop. 
 
 


