
The Middle Ages and Renaissance (400 – 1600 AD) 
 
Adam of the Road Vining, Elizabeth Gray 
The adventures of eleven-year-old Adam as he travels the open roads of thirteenth-
century England searching for his missing father, a minstrel, and his stolen red spaniel, 
Nick. 
 
Blood Red Horse Grant, K.M. 
A special horse named Hosanna changes the lives of two English brothers and those 
around them as they fight with King Richard I against Saladin's armies during the Third 
Crusades. 
 
Catherine Called Birdy Cushman, Karen 
The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight keeps a journal in which she 
records the events of her life, particularly her longing for adventures beyond the usual 
role of women and her efforts to avoid being married off. 
 
Crispin: The Cross of Lead (Crispin series; book 1) Avi  
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century 
England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous 
secret. 
 
Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! : Voices From a Medevial Village Schlitz, Laura Amy 
A collection of short one-person plays featuring characters, between ten and fifteen years 
old, who live in or near a thirteenth-century English manor. 
 
Feast of Fools Crowley, Bridget 
In England in the late thirteenth century, a young chorister at the Cathedral of Saint 
Aelred, outcast because of his crippled foot, sympathizes with the city's other outcasts, 
the Jews, and sets out to prove their leader innocent of murder. 
 
The Midwife’s Apprentice Cushman, Karen 
In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered midwife, 
and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she most wants: a 
full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world. 
 
Parsifal’s Page Morris, Gerald 
In medieval England, eleven-year-old Piers' dream comes true when he becomes page to 
Parsifal, a peasant whose quest for knighthood reveals important secrets about both of 
their families. 
 
The Puppeteer’s Apprentice Love, D. Anne 
A medieval orphan girl called Mouse gains the courage she needs to follow her dreams of 
becoming a puppeteer's apprentice. 
 
 



Rowan Hood, Outlaw Girl of Sherwood Forest (Rowan Hood series; book 1) Springer, 
Nancy 
In her quest to connect with Robin Hood, the father she has never met, thirteen-year-old 
Rosemary disguises herself as a boy, befriends a half-wolf, half-dog, a runaway princess, 
and an overgrown boy whose singing is hypnotic, and makes peace with her elfin 
heritage. 
 
The Shakespeare Stealer (sequel Shakespeare’s Scribe) Blackwood, Gary 
A young orphan boy is ordered by his master to infiltrate Shakespeare's acting troupe in 
order to steal the script of "Hamlet," but he discovers instead the meaning of friendship 
and loyalty.  
 
A Single Shard Park, Linda Sue 
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potters' 
village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself. 
 
The Trumpeter of Krakow Kelly, Eric Philbrook 
A Polish family in the Middle Ages guards a great secret treasure and a boy's memory of 
an earlier trumpeter of Krakow makes it possible for him to save his father. 
 
The Queen’s Own Fool Yolen, Jane 
When twelve-year-old Nicola leaves Troupe Brufort and serves as the fool for Mary, 
Queen of Scots, she experiences the political and religious upheavals in both France and 
Scotland. 
 
Colonial America (1620 – 1789) 
 
A Break With Charity: A Story About the Salem Witch Trials Rinaldi, Ann 
While waiting for a church meeting in 1706, Susanna English, daughter of a wealthy 
Salem merchant, recalls the malice, fear, and accusations of witchcraft that tore her 
village apart in 1692. 
 
The Courage of Sarah Nobel Dalgliesh, Alice 
Remembering her mother's words, an eight-year-old girl finds courage to go alone with 
her father to build a new home in the wilderness and to stay with the Indians when her 
father must go back to bring the rest of the family. 
 
Guests Dorris, Michael 
Moss and Trouble, an Algonquin boy and girl, struggle with the problems of growing up 
in the Massachusetts area during the time of the first Thanksgiving. 
 
James Printer: A Novel of Rebellion Jacobs, Paul Samuel 
Although he has lived and worked as a printer's apprentice with the Green family in 
Cambridge Massachusetts, for many years, James, a Nipmuck Indian, finds himself 
caught up in the events that lead to a horrible war. 
 



The Sacrifice Duble, Kathleen Benner 
Two sisters, aged ten and twelve, are accused of witchcraft in Andover, Massachusetts, in 
1692 and await trial in a miserable prison while their mother desperately searches for 
some way to obtain their freedom. 
 
Saturnalia Fleischman, Paul 
In 1681 in Boston, fourteen-year-old William, a Narraganset Indian captured in a raid six 
years earlier, leads a productive and contented life as a printer's apprentice but is 
increasingly anxious to make some connection with his Indian past. 
 
Worlds Apart Karr, Kathleen 
In 1670, soon after arriving in the Carolinas with a group of colonists from England, 
fifteen-year-old Christopher West befriends a young Sewee Indian, Asha-po, and learns 
some hard lessons about survival, slavery, and friendship. 
 


